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WHAt’S inSide
Anger Over Questionable Structure Cannot Be Caged 
Extended display of off-campus 
prop incites negative reaction 
from offended students
Kate Coffey
Associate Reporter
A Santa Clara fraternity came under fire last quarter after 
its Halloween decoration drew criticism from students and 
led to a highly publicized controversy surrounding misogyny 
and sex trafficking. The uproar spurred the creation of a new 
organization on campus that promotes women’s issues.
For the past three years, the Sigma Pi fraternity has dis-
played a black cage at its annual Halloween party. Complete 
with chains, red and purple lighting, and a stripper pole, the 
cage featured a new addition last October with the words “BAD 
B------ ONLY” painted along its side.
Tired of walking by the structure everyday, sophomore 
Tabitha Petrini contacted one of the fraternity members at the 
beginning of November and asked him to talk to his fraternity 
about the cage because she found it offensive. Petrini said she 
was told that the fraternity would discuss the matter internally.
A week passed and Petrini, along with her friend, junior 
Sonia Ibrahimkhail, continued to pass the cage while walking 
to campus. The two students returned to the Sigma Pi house to 
voice their displeasure and were assured that the cage would 
be disassembled. But as the days wore on, the structure still 
stood in the house’s driveway and the only noticeable change 
was that the derogatory slur had been painted over.
“The reason it just sat there was because we procrastinate at 
times,” said Sigma Pi President Pete O’Brien. “The thing should 
usually be in the garage.”
 A few days later, Petrini and Ibrahimkhail decided to protest 
the cage during a fraternity event in the house’s backyard by 
shouting over the fence in order to be heard loud and clear. The 
men in the backyard responded by booing and yelling, according 
to Petrini and Ibrahimkhail.
The two women then reached out to their friend, Symone 
Jackson, for advice and guidance. Jackson, who was also of-
fended by the cage and has since graduated from Santa Clara, 
published a Tumblr blog post on Nov. 15 entitled “Misogyny 
is alive and well at Santa Clara University in 2013.” The post 
linked the cage to those used in sex trafficking. 
Besides being widely circulated among Santa Clara stu-
dents online, the national blog site, Thought Catalog, picked 
up Jackson’s piece. Despite the negative media attention, the
Graduates’ new sup-
plement prevents nega-
tive effects of alcohol
Eryn Olson
The Santa Clara
Future party-goers may have one less thing 
to worry about during late nights out.
Three Santa Clara alumni have developed 
a remedy for the infamous morning hangover 
with Ficks, an all-natural cocktail fortifier with 
vitamins, electrolytes and antioxidants that 
can lessen alcohol’s negative effects.
“The reason you don’t know what a cocktail 
fortifier is, is because we are the first ones,” 
said Matt McDonald, who founded Ficks with 
Ron Alvarado and Michael Williamson.
Their idea evolved from just another drink 
mixer to something unique and marketable.
According to McDonald, there are plenty of 
hangover cure products sold that usually don’t 
have beneficial ingredients and are ineffective 
and cheap. 
When the trio were undergraduates, they 
saw the problem of people needing something 
to balance work and social lives.    Ficks is 
designed to be an upscale product with an all-
natural focus. As a result, their target audience 
is the 25 to 40-year-old professional.
“We are not trying to market to the college 
kid that’s going out every night of the week and 
trying to solve the problem of having six or 
seven drinks,” McDonald said. “We’re for the 
professional, for the person that goes out and 
has a drink at happy hour with their coworkers 
and just wants to remain at the top of their 
game the next day.”
Sophomore Annie Schick thinks people 
beyond college would appreciate Ficks more.
“I don’t think it can cure the 12-drinks-later 
hangover,” Schick said. 
In October, Ficks started a month-long 
campaign to raise $28,000 using Indiegogo, 
a crowd-funding platform based in San Fran-
cisco.
Local and national media as well as news-
papers spread the company’s word, and they 
met their goal halfway through the month. 
Ficks finished with $42,000 and have now 
received sales from 18 countries.
Together, McDonald, Alvarado and Wil-
liamson took that chance and Ficks may soon 
be in a store near you.
Contact Eryn Olson at eolson@scu.edu or call 
(408) 554-4852.
See OFF-CAMPUS, Page 3 Controversy enveloped Santa Clara last November when several students publicly denounced a wooden cage used as a Halloween prop at the 
Sigma Pi fraternity’s off-campus house. The derogatory nature of the cage drew coverage from the media. The cage has since been disassembled.
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world roundup
1. Rio garbage boats aim to clean 
Olympic waters: A stout green 
catamaran plied the polluted wa-
ters of Rio de Janeiro’s Guanabara 
Bay Monday, but instead of groupers 
and swordfish, its catch consisted 
of plastic bags, soda bottles and a 
discarded toilet seat.
The catamaran is one of three 
so-called “eco-boats,” floating gar-
bage vessels that are a key part of 
authorities’ pledge to clean up Rio’s 
Guanabara Bay before it and other 
Rio waterways host events during 
the 2016 Olympic Games. Critics 
say the boats do little to address the 
more pressing question of sewage.
With limited trash and sewage 
services in this sprawling metropolis 
of six million people, tons of gar-
bage and raw waste flow daily from 
sludge-filled rivers into the bay, 
where Olympic and Paralympic sail-
ing events will be held. At low tide, 
mountains of household refuse, old 
sofas and even washing machines 
are seen.
Tests on waterways showed fecal 
coliform pollution levels far above 
those considered safe by U.S. law.
From AP Reports.
2. Myanmar journalists protest 
reporter’s jail term: Dozens of 
journalists staged a rare demonstra-
tion Tuesday morning in Myanmar’s 
biggest city to protest a jail term giv-
en to a reporter who was working on 
a story about corruption.
Wearing black T-shirts with slo-
gans saying, “We don’t want threat 
on Press Freedom,” and carrying 
banners that read, “Right to Infor-
mation is life of democracy,” nearly 
60 reporters marched down a busy 
downtown Yangon street decrying 
the three-month prison sentence 
given to Ma Khine from the Daily 
Eleven newspaper.
She was convicted by a court in 
eastern Kayah state last month of 
trespassing, using abusive language 
and defamation.
Journalists have gained new 
freedoms under the reformist gov-
ernment of President Thein Sein, 
who since taking office in 2011 has 
allowed the publication of privately 
owned daily newspapers for the first 
time in almost five decades. Previ-
ously, reporters worked under tight 
restrictions.
From AP Reports.
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The Santa Clara is the official 
student newspaper of Santa Clara 
University. The Santa Clara is written, 
edited and produced by students once 
weekly, except during holidays, exami-
nation periods and academic recesses.
The Santa Clara welcomes letters to 
the editor from readers. Letters can 
be delivered to the Benson Memorial 
Center, room 13; mailed to SCU Box 
3190 or emailed to: letters@thesanta-
clara.org.
Our letters policy:
◗  Submissions must include major 
and year of graduation and/or job 
title, relation to the university and a 
phone number for verification.
◗  Letters should not exceed 250 
words. Those exceeding the word limit 
may be considered as publication as 
an article or in some other form. 
◗  Anonymous letters will not be 
considered for publication. 
◗  The Santa Clara reserves the 
right to edit letters for grammar, clar-
ity and accuracy, or to shorten letters 
to fit the allocated space. 
◗  All letter submissions become 
property of The Santa Clara.
◗  The deadline for publication 
in Thursday’s edition is the prior 
Saturday. 
Nothing on the opinion pages neces-
sarily represents a position of Santa 
Clara University. Letters, columns and 
graphics represent only the views of 
their authors.
The Santa Clara has a minimum news-
paper circulation of 2,000.
One free copy. Additional copies are 
25¢.
3. Rodman sings “Happy Birth-
day” to North Korean leader: 
Dennis Rodman sang “Happy Birth-
day” to North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un before leading a squad of 
former NBA stars in a friendly game 
Wednesday as part of his “basketball 
diplomacy” that has been criticized 
in the United States as naive and 
laughable.
Rodman dedicated the game to 
his “best friend” Kim, who along 
with his wife and other senior of-
ficials and their wives watched from 
a special seating area. The capacity 
crowd of about 14,000 at the Pyong-
yang Indoor Stadium clapped loudly 
as Rodman sang a verse from the 
birthday song.
Rodman said he was honored to 
be able to play the game in the North 
Korean capital and called the event 
“historic.” Some members of the U.S. 
Congress, the NBA and human rights 
groups, however, say he has become 
a public relations tool for North Ko-
rea’s government.
The government’s poor human 
rights record has kept it a pariah 
state.
From AP Reports.
4. Former German World Cup 
player comes out as gay: A former 
World Cup player from Germany 
came out as gay Wednesday, rebuk-
ing the Russian anti-gay law that 
threatens to tarnish next month’s 
Sochi Olympics and challenging the 
longstanding stigma against homo-
sexuality in soccer.
With his announcement, Thomas 
Hitzlsperger became the biggest 
name in soccer to declare he is gay.
 He said he wants to help break 
down the prejudice against homo-
sexuality that has long permeated 
the macho, testosterone-fueled cul-
ture of the world’s most popular 
sport.
“I am expressing my sexuality be-
cause I want to promote the discus-
sion of homosexuality among pro-
fessional athletes,” Hitzlsperger said 
in the German newspaper Die Zeit, 
a statement widely welcomed by his 
countrymen and former teammates.
His disclosure came less than a 
month before the start of the Winter 
Games in Sochi, which have been 
the focus of a furious backlash in 
the West.
From AP Reports.
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cage remained at the house.
Having been mistakenly pinned 
as the author of the viral Tumblr 
post, Petrini said she began receiv-
ing late-night text messages from 
unknown phone numbers threaten-
ing to arrest her for trespassing if she 
stepped foot on Sigma Pi’s property 
again. 
On Nov. 19, Sigma Pi fraternity 
members set up a meeting in Lucas 
Hall to discuss the issue with Pe-
trini, Ibrahimkhail and Jackson. At 
the meeting, O’Brien said that the 
fraternity members responsible for 
the text messages would apologize. 
Another fraternity member at the 
meeting called the text messages 
“totally unacceptable.”
The next day, NBC Bay Area sent 
a camera crew to Santa Clara to re-
port on the controversy. O’Brien did 
not think the situation should have 
appeared on the nightly news.
 “Honestly, I’m disappointed 
because there couldn’t be less of a 
story,” O’Brien said. “Sex trafficking 
is a huge issue. Misogyny is a huge 
issue. They deserve serious discus-
sions, but in no way is the piece of 
junk in our backyard a part of those 
problems.” 
He added that the cage’s weight 
and cost discouraged the fraternity 
from removing it sooner.
Ibrahimkhail was not satisfied 
with O’Brien’s apology and cited that 
she felt nobody had actually taken 
responsibility for the cage.
“I am frustrated,” said Ibrahim-
khail. “I think people are misunder-
standing the source of the issue and 
what we really need to talk about. I 
am happy that a dialogue has start-
ed.”
It was not just students who were 
affected by the cage. Charlotta Kratz, 
a lecturer in the Communication 
Department, said she was disturbed 
by its existence.
“Students are obviously imma-
ture, but it’s up to faculty and staff 
to help them grow and learn,” said 
Kratz. “I would love to hear male 
faculty members’ takes on the fra-
ternities. Male faculty are fathers. 
How would they react if their daugh-
ters danced in a cage while frat boys 
cheered?” 
The university responded to the 
controversy with a statement that 
described the cage as “counter to 
everything Santa Clara University 
stands for.”
 It also stated, “Students living 
on and off campus are expected to 
conduct themselves in a manner 
that is consistent with the goals of 
our institution.”
Jackson said she has received nu-
merous messages from people who 
read her blog post, thanking her for 
exposing the issues that revolved 
around the incident.
“This isn’t even an isolated event. 
This is a cultural thing,” said Jack-
son. “You need to start at a root, and 
this example arose. We are not doing 
this out of self-defense or trying to 
preserve our egos. We are doing this 
because these are true values that 
we believe in, strong values that we 
cherish.”
Contact Kate Coffey at kcoffey@
scu.edu. Nick Ostiller contributed 
to this report.
Students  from 
Colorado express 
thoughts on bill 
John Flynn
Associated Reporter
Sophomore Nick Flaig from Colo-
rado decided to eat lunch at Chipo-
tle on New Year’s Day. He saw a line 
that stretched for three blocks as he 
neared the restaurant. Flaig figured 
Chipotle was giving out free burritos 
in honor of the new year, but he soon 
realized the line actually originated 
at one of Colorado’s newly legalized 
marijuana dispensaries down the 
street.
On Jan. 1, 24  dispensaries opened 
in Colorado, most of which are in 
Denver. Aside from long lines and 
sporadic reports of shoppers cited 
for smoking pot in public, there were 
few problems.
“Everything ’s gone pretty 
smoothly,” said Barbara Brohl, Col-
orado’s top marijuana regulator as 
head of the Department of Revenue.
The agency sent its new mari-
juana inspectors to recreational 
shops to monitor sales and make 
sure sellers understood the state’s 
new marijuana-tracking inventory 
system, meant to keep legal pot out 
of the black market.
The states’ retail experiments are 
crucial tests of whether marijuana 
can be highly taxed, sold like alcohol, 
kept from children or too harmful 
for the public health and safety to 
expand legalization elsewhere.
Some Colorado residents are 
willing guinea pigs in this experi-
ment.
 Santa Clara student Dylan Neu-
mann recalls people leaving stores 
with expressions of “sheer joy.” Neu-
mann supports the bill for practical 
reasons. 
“People are going to smoke it 
anyway, might as well use some of 
that money for good,” he said. 
Legal pot is heavily taxed at 
both the state and city level and the 
first $40 million of revenue will be 
used to improve Colorado’s public 
schools. After that, the taxes will 
fund marijuana education and regu-
lation of sales. 
Many cities within Colorado sali-
vate at the prospect of revenues from 
taxes on pot surpassing these needs 
and becoming available for other 
uses. With sales exceeding one mil-
lion dollars the first day, marijuana 
money may bankroll other improve-
ment programs within Colorado. 
A  recent Gallup Poll reported 
that 58 percent of Americans sup-
ported the legalization of marijuana, 
the highest approval rating in Ameri-
can history. 
“My dad actually stood in line.” 
said sophomore Hank Boudrau. “He 
was out there the first day. That’s all 
he could talk about for a week.” 
Demand for marijuana inspired 
waiting customers to buy pot in 
spontaneous auctions for around 
three times its price in marijuana 
clinics on Dec. 31. Though prices may 
rise at first, they are expected to fall 
below pre-legalization levels due to 
increasing supply, improved regu-
lation and heightened competition 
between shops. 
Opponents of the bill predict 
increases in youth drug usage and 
drugged driving and warn about 
treating the drug as harmless. 
Additionally, not everyone is 
thrilled with Colorado’s new repu-
tation.
“Colorado has so many better 
things than pot,” said sophomore 
Natalie Kelly, a supporter of legal-
ization. 
Much uncertainty looms around 
the legalization of marijuana, but 
America’s system of federalism al-
lows for experimentation at the state 
level to inform nationwide policies. 
How the legalization of pot plays out 
in Colorado will have wide-ranging 
consequences for future national 
drug policies. So as Colorado smok-
ers inhale their first puffs of legal 
weed, the nation joins them in hold-
ing their breath.
Contact John Flynn at jfflynn@
scu.edu. Information from the 
Associated Press was used in this 
report. 
Since Colorado passed a bill legalizing recreational use of marijuana, 24 dispensaries have opened, many of which are in Denver. 
Continued from Page 1
Campus safety
Alcohol Related 
Medical Emergency
1/8: A student was found lying 
unresponsive on the ground on 
an off-campus street. CSS, SCPD, 
SCFD and paramedics responded. 
The student was transported to 
O’Connor Hospital by paramedics. 
Notifications were made. 
Bicycle Theft
1/4: A bicycle was reported 
stolen from the Benson Memorial 
Center bike racks. The bicycle was 
secured to the rack with a chain 
lock.
1/6: A bicycle was reported 
stolen from University Villas. The 
bicycle was secured to a metal tree 
pole with a cable lock.
Found Property
1/2: A jacket was found unat-
tended in Kennedy Commons and 
was turned into to the CSS office.
Informational Report
1/6: A staff member reported a 
water leak emanating from the fire 
sprinkler in the ceiling of the Cellar 
Market in Benson Memorial Cen-
ter. CSS and Facilities responded.
Medical Emergency
 12/19: A student lost conscious-
ness in the Admission Enrollment 
office. CSS and SCFD responded. 
The student was transported to 
O’Connor Hospital by a staff mem-
ber.  Notifications were made.
 1/7: A student reported feel-
ing ill and in need of medical assis-
tance. CSS & SCU EMS responded. 
1/7: A student injured his fin-
ger while playing frisbee on Bel-
lomy Field. CSS and SCU EMS 
responded.
Theft
12/24: An adapter was report-
ed missing from the Harrington 
Learning Commons lab.
1/1: A suspicious non-affiliate 
was observed carrying a bicycle 
wheel while riding a bicycle on cam-
pus. CSS and SCPD responded to 
question him. The wheel was taken 
from a locked bicycle at the Facili-
ties bike rack.  His arrest is pending 
until the wheel owner claims it and 
decides whether to press charges. 
Trespassing
12/19: A non-affiliate male was 
observed loitering outside of the 
University Villas bike racks in the 
middle of the night.  CSS and SCPD 
responded to question him.  He was 
given a trespass warning and in-
structed to stay off campus.
Vandalism
1/5: A bicycle lock was reported 
partially pried open, causing dam-
age to the bicycle frame at the Swig 
Hall bike racks.
From Campus Safety reports. 
Email news@thesantaclara.org.
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Recreational Marijuana Shops Legalized
Off-Campus Fraternity Prop Causes Controversy 
Scene
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SCCAP Fair Introduces Involvement Opportunities
Broncos return 
from fall quarter 
around the world
Samantha Nitz
Associate Reporter
As classes begin, Santa Clara 
has been flooded with the arrival of 
students who spent the last several 
months abroad during the fall of 
2013. 
To them, the campus seems 
brand new once again as they take 
in the renovations that have been 
completed in their absence. 
Junior Devon Han-Klein is ex-
cited to be back. 
“(Going) abroad was amazing, 
one of the best experiences of my 
life,” said Han-Klein, “but by the 
end, I was ready to return home.” 
Han-Klein’s journey to Belgium 
took her far outside her native state 
of California. 
“At the end of the summer, I was 
hesitant to go,” said Han-Klein. “I 
was afraid of what I would miss 
here at school and I wasn’t sure I 
was ready to leave, but once I got to 
Belgium, I didn’t regret my decision 
for a second.” 
Those returning to Santa Clara 
bring back a whole new perspective 
on the world.
“I got to experience so many 
things and travel to so many places 
that I would’ve never gone to had I 
stayed at school this quarter,” said 
Han-Klein.
A few of these places included 
class trips to Amsterdam, Paris, 
Brussels, Budapest, Florence, Ven-
ice, Rome and many other places 
around Europe.
Many students who went abroad 
tried to quickly move from place to 
place in order to see as many sights 
as possible, even regularly taking 
trips from London and Paris or tak-
ing a train across several countries 
at one time. 
The cultures of these various 
countries around the world often 
prove to be much different from the 
United States, even more so than 
some students expect, and they must 
be ready to adapt. 
Many college students often 
struggle to cope without the help of 
their parents and being so far from 
home without any established sup-
port system like that of Santa Clara. 
However, it seems that many stu-
dents who complete their experi-
ence find that these challenges can 
be overcome.
“You make friends that become 
your makeshift family,” said Han-
Klein. “Plus you do have roommates, 
so there are always a few people 
around who are in the same situa-
tion as you.”
Time spent abroad meant dis-
covering many new things, several 
of which leave lasting impressions 
on students.
“Everyday I was exposed to de-
licious food and beer that I wasn’t 
used to, and as I traveled around, I 
got to try even more meals that were 
unfamiliar to me,” said Han-Klein. 
“It was amazing.”
She added that it was also en-
lightening to see all of the landmarks 
and cities she’d heard so much about 
but had never been to as well as have 
the opportunity to go to cultural 
events, like concerts and Oktober-
fest, which made for a memorable 
quarter in Brussels.
However, going abroad isn’t all 
carefree. 
“The academics were much more 
difficult abroad than they were in the 
United States,” said Chris Monark of 
his time abroad in Germany.
“You still have school and have 
finals that matter,” said Han-Klein. 
“Don’t forget that teachers there do 
grade.”
However, this difference in aca-
demics also proved to be beneficial 
in some ways.
“The classes often include 
field trips around the cities,” said 
Monark. “The teachers encourage 
you to explore.”
Going abroad is a unique oppor-
tunity to truly experience another 
culture. The students transitioning 
from their international educations 
back to Santa Clara are returning 
with positive accounts of their study 
abroad experiences.
Though the deadline for applica-
tions for fall 2014 has passed, the 
chance to go in winter of 2015 and 
spring of 2015 will open soon.
Those interested in studying 
abroad are encouraged to apply.
“It’s an opportunity to meet 
people from all over the world,” said 
Monark. “You are able to make an 
international family.” 
Contact Samantha Nitz at snitz@
scu.edu.
Career Center opens 
doors for student 
employment
Victoria Yu
The Santa Clara
After conquering fall quarter 
and experiencing a restful break, 
the time has come for students to 
begin searching for even greater op-
portunities outside of Santa Clara.  
Fortunately, the upcoming Win-
ter Career Fair provides a golden 
chance for both undergraduate and 
graduate students seeking intern-
ships, full-time working positions or 
even volunteer work with non-profit 
organizations. 
At the Winter Career Fair, where 
companies visit campus and connect 
with students firsthand, representa-
tives will share information about 
their companies and students will 
be able to expand their networks.
The fair provides students with 
the unique experience of face-to-
face communication with a large 
variety of different companies in 
one compact space. 
With 65 companies registered, 
the Winter Career Fair is an excel-
lent opportunity for underclassmen 
interested not only in learning how 
people dress and interact in the pro-
fessional world, but also in practic-
ing how to start conversations with 
employers.  
Students are also given the 
chance to interact with individuals 
— many of which are Santa Clara 
alumni — who personally work at 
a company and hold experience in 
a particular industry. 
Companies will often bring 
recently graduated Santa Clara 
alumni who understand the in-
terview process by having experi-
enced it themselves, and can  relate 
to current students.  
For students seriously inter-
ested in working for particular 
companies and making an impres-
sion, it is important to do research 
before attending the fair.  
The full list of companies that 
will be at the fair is posted on 
Bronco Link. 
For further preparation, stu-
dents can also meet with Career 
Center counselors and have re-
sumes reviewed. 
In the past, students have re-
ceived interviews, jobs and intern-
ships soon after the career fair 
simply because of the connections 
made at the event. 
The career fair will be a time to 
discover unexpected and new op-
portunities, so bring your resume, 
business professional attire and an 
open attitude to the Winter Career 
Fair on Jan. 15 from 4-7 p.m. in the 
Locatelli Activity Center.
Contact Victoria Yu at vyu@scu.
edu or call (408) 554-4852.
Students returning from countries around the world gathered on Wednesday for a welcome reception. Many spent the quarter in 
academic settings different from that of Santa Clara and are transitioning back with a variety of new experiences and perspectives.
kevin boehnlein — The SanTa Clara
Abroad Students Transition Back to campus
Job Fair Creates Connections
Santa Clara Community action Program presented their 19 different programs this Wednesday. SCCaP provides students 
with the chance to get involved within education and mentoring, homelessness, health and disabilities, and empowerment. 
Those involved with SCCaP signed up new volunteers and promoted awareness of the many ways that students can help.
graCe ogihara for The SanTa Clara
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Lauren Bonney
The Santa Clara
It’s the beginning of another 
new year and what better way to 
celebrate the start of winter quarter 
than with a trip to San Francisco 
for some fun. 
While there is so much to do 
in the city, be sure to stop by the 
War Memorial Opera House and 
experience the Shen Yun Ballet. 
This ballet is unlike anything else. 
Celebrating 5,000 years of Chinese 
civilization, Shen Yun presents 
Chinese culture through classical 
dance, live orchestral accompani-
ment, bright costumes and colorful 
animated backdrops.
The show is sure to amaze and 
uses the universal language of mu-
sic and dance to explore rich Chi-
nese history. For thousands of years 
it was believed that different forms 
and ideas of art and science were 
passed down from the heavens to 
the people of China. 
Through colorful storytelling, 
Shen Yun explores these “heaven-
ly” traditions and captivates audi-
ences with depictions of ancient 
legends and heroic tales using song 
and dance.
The performers of Shen Yun 
are classically trained and are the 
world’s leading dancers, epitomiz-
ing outstanding technique, beauty 
and energy that leave audiences 
amazed. 
The music during the perfor-
mance is a unique orchestra that 
combines sounds from the East and 
West to create an audibly outstand-
ing symphony.
Shen Yun is based off classical 
Chinese dance which has its roots 
in traditional aesthetics that were 
once passed down through imperial 
courts and ancient plays. 
These dances have their own 
set of strict training methods that 
emphasize specific physical expres-
sion and postures. While dancers 
float gracefully across the stage, the 
individual agility required of each 
dancer is astounding. 
Performers learn such a com-
bination of leaps, turns, flips, spins 
and other aerial acrobatics that the 
dancers seem to almost fly across 
the stage. Dancers not only convey 
rich cultural traditions, but also 
perform more modern pieces, link-
ing the East to the West.
Shen Yun is in the Bay Area for 
a very limited time, so make sure 
to dress up and head to the city to 
experience 5,000 years of China.
Contact Lauren Bonney at 
lbonney@scu.edu or call (408) 
554-4852.
1/9 | THURSDAY
 
 
 
Women’s Basketball vs. Saint 
Mary’s College 
Time: 7 p.m. 
location: leavey Center  
Why go? Come watch the 
broncos take on the Saint 
Mary’s gaels.  
 
 
1/10 | FRIDAY
 
 
Winter Luau 
Time: 8 p.m. 
location: kennedy Commons 
Why go? Join the residential 
learning Community 
association in celebrating 
the start of winter quarter. 
Just because it’s cold outside 
doesn’t mean you can’t enjoy 
an evening of tropical fun — 
come get hawaiian punch, 
enter the hula hooping contest 
and more. 
1/11 | SATURDAY
 
 
Winter Fruit Tree Pruning 
Workshop 
Time: 10 a.m. 
location: The forge garden 
Why go? learn how to 
prune your backyard fruit 
trees. orchard and tree care 
specialist, Charlie key, will 
discuss and demonstrate 
pruning basics, winter tree 
health and care and more. 
Please come prepared to 
be outside during the entire 
workshop, with warm layers, a 
sun hat and water. also, bring 
your own pair of pruning snips 
and gloves.  
 
 
 
 
Education and Counseling 
Psychology Information Session
Time: 10 a.m. 
location: loyola hall 
Why go? information sessions 
are an excellent introduction 
to the School of education and 
Counseling Psychology and its 
programs. faculty members, 
administrators and current 
students are in attendance 
to provide information on 
admissions, financial aid and 
academic programs.
1/12 | SUNDAY
 
 
Liturgy 
Time: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
location: Mission Church 
1/13 | MONDAY
 
 
Remembering Mandela: 
Celebrating a Leader for Change, 
Peace and Reconciliation
Time: 7 p.m.  
location: Mayer Theatre
Why go? igwebuike will tell the 
story of nelson Mandela through 
his own words, the words of 
those who knew him, those who 
fought for his dream of a South 
africa unbounded by apartheid 
and those who hated him. The 
performance will follow Mandela’s 
path from rebel to prisoner to 
leader of a diverse South africa. a 
peaceful transition of power will 
be reenacted through dramatic 
readings interwoven with images, 
music of the protests and the 
Toi Toi dance that signaled 
determination to fight for the 
cause. 
1/14 | TUESDAY
 
SCU Presents: “Color Struck” 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
location: Mayer Theatre 
Why go? honoring the message 
of Martin luther king, Jr. and 
nelson Mandela, “Color Struck” 
uses comedy, music, spoken 
word, dance, images and more 
to stimulate the conversation on 
one of the most difficult topics 
facing america — institutionalized 
racism.  
1/15 WEDNESDAY
 
 
Winter Career Fair 
Time: 8 p.m. 
location: locatelli Student 
activity Center 
Why go? Connect with 
employers looking to hire Santa 
Clara students and alumni 
for internships and full-time 
positions. 
SCU Presents: Areon Flutes 
Time: 12 p.m. 
location: Music recital hall 
Why go? Come enjoy a free 
performance by an award-winning 
chamber music ensemble. The 
areon flutes show features Jill 
heinke, Sasha launer and kassey 
Plaha. 
 
 
 
 
What was the best 
part about your 
winter break?
Lizzy Donahue, ’14
Dominic Colabianchi, ’16
Sonia Sifuentes, ’15
Luke Kaneb, ’16
“landing back in 
California after the 
negative-degree 
weather.”
“going to Snow-
globe for new 
Year’s.”
“Seeing all of my 
friends from high 
school.”
“being stuck in 
the airport for four 
days because of a 
blizzard.”
beSTSCreenWallPaPer.CoM
aShleY Cabrera — The SanTa Clara
TOP REASONS TO LEAVE YOUR COUCH THIS WEEK
SEE REMEMBERING MANDELA, 1/13
SEE WINTER CAREER FAIR, 1/15
To suggest events for the 
calendar please contact 
Summer Meza at sameza@
scu.edu.
Lauren’s Locales: Ballet Portrays History
WeekendTriPS.CoM
Shen Yun is a unique ballet, representing the rich history of China through breath-
taking classical dance. World-class performers create a show not to be missed.
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Master of Social Work and
Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology:
Marriage and Family Therapy
14947
Azusa Pacific University’s graduate programs empower you to put  
compassion into action. Prepare to make a difference.
Master of Social Work
 Internships in the Greater Los Angeles area
 Integration of faith and social work practice 
 Full-time and part-time options
For more information, visit apu.edu/msw/.
Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology:  
Marriage and Family Therapy
 Alignment with current California licensure requirements
 Professionally active faculty who teach from personal experience
 A curriculum that integrates spirituality and values
 A blend of the theoretical and practical elements of psychology
For more information, visit apu.edu/mft/.
The hookup culture is defined by Urban Dictionary online as “the era ... when hooking 
up has replaced traditional dating 
as the preferred method of hetero-
sexual liaison.”
However, I think the hookup cul-
ture’s values and morals are ques-
tionable and deserve reassessment.
When college students think 
of dating, they tend to explain it 
as hooking up with the same per-
son regularly. Long-term basically 
means two nights instead of one.
When I started at Santa Clara, I 
became conditioned to this mind-
set, believing that actual dating was 
impossible.
My current boyfriend, however, 
asked me on a date in a cordial and 
gentlemanly way, and has been tak-
ing me on romantic dates ever since. 
That’s not to say that doing home-
work, watching a movie or going to 
a party doesn’t count as something 
worth doing together. I know now 
that there is much more than that 
to a relationship. 
There’s commitment, compat-
ibility, comfort, mutual respect and 
this crazy thing where you actu-
ally value each other’s thoughts and 
feelings — something very much 
lacking in hookup culture.
I made excuses for too long, and 
it’s time other people stop making 
them, too. What happened to old-
fashioned values where men and 
women respected each other and 
looked for a partner they enjoyed 
seeing in the daylight? 
The hookup culture seems to 
have detrimental effects to self-
esteem as well. I hear far too often 
about someone who had a bad day, 
so they go out and end up with a 
regrettable hookup. 
Many college guys feel pressure 
to avoid commitment at their young 
age and to have a story to tell on 
Saturday morning. A lot of girls feel 
pressure to optimize their sexuality, 
while being scared to “define the 
relationship” (or lack thereof ), for 
fear he will never text her again.
A lot of us contribute to the 
problem. We defend the culture by 
being unwilling to challenge it.
The only way to escape this 
lifestyle is to make the conscious 
decision to avoid it, despite social 
consequences. Sure, it may not be 
what everyone else is doing, but un-
til you demand the treatment you 
deserve, you’ll never get it.
Finding someone you truly 
enjoy sharing your life with is un-
derrated in our small Santa Clara 
bubble.
Relationships deserve a fight-
ing chance. They require hard work 
and attention. But until people stop 
responding to booty calls and start 
going on dates, the hookup culture 
will prevail.
Alexandra Armas is a senior 
communication major.
Jonathan Tomczak
Alexandra Armas
I do not believe for a moment that California’s thrice-elected governor will seek the Demo-
cratic nomination for president of 
the United States in 2016.
But he should.
Even without attempting to win, 
Gov. Jerry Brown’s entry into the 
race would make an interesting con-
test out of what would otherwise be a 
Clinton coronation, and be a boon to 
those who want to advance progres-
sive policies in the United States.
Right now, the Democratic Par-
ty’s lineup is predictable and boring. 
Just as in 2008, Hillary Clinton is 
the presumed frontrunner, riding 
high on little more than name rec-
ognition. Even Vice President Joe 
Biden, seemingly in a prime position 
to win the nomination, trails Clinton 
considerably in the polls.
Furthermore, no other potential 
Democratic Party nominees are gar-
nering much interest. Maryland Gov. 
Martin O’Malley and Colorado Gov. 
John Hickenlooper are unknown 
to most voters outside their states. 
If someone has heard of former 
Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer, 
it’s probably for his most famous 
campaign advertisement in which 
he spends the entire time shooting 
clay pigeons.
Put in sports terms, the Demo-
cratic Party bench seriously lacks 
depth.
A “Brown for President” cam-
paign would be the shot in the arm 
needed to get the Democratic Party 
interested in their own primary.
Brown has run for president be-
fore. His three previous attempts 
— 1976, 1980 and 1992 — saw relative 
success, but the timing wasn’t right. 
While this might be seen as a strike 
against Brown, it is actually to his 
(and his party’s) benefit.
Bill Clinton’s main opponent 
in the 1992 primaries was Brown. 
While Bill and Hillary Clinton are 
different people, the media would 
immediately characterize the race 
as a Brown versus Clinton rematch, 
bringing intensity and interest to an 
otherwise boring affair.
Whether or not Brown would 
honestly want to win, his mere pres-
ence would require Clinton to up her 
game. Most pundits agree that the 
lengthy battle between Clinton and 
then-Senator Barack Obama in 2008 
helped prepare the president for the 
general election. If Brown were to 
run, he could be a similar sparring 
partner for Clinton.
There are others who can bring 
much of the same to the table. 
However, while those other pos-
sibilities might be similar in some 
areas, Brown is the only one who em-
bodies all of the qualities in today’s 
Democratic Party. He has the right 
history, record and temperament to 
give Clinton a run for her money, or 
at least be a better nominee.
Moreover, Brown would rep-
resent the voice of success for the 
Obama administration, and the 2016 
election will undoubtedly be a refer-
endum on President Obama. While 
Clinton served a term as Secretary 
of State, Republicans will attempt to 
make this work against her. Already, 
they have been hitting her on the at-
tack in Benghazi, Libya and even on 
the rollout of Obamacare.
Brown, however, has spent his 
recent term as governor making 
California a laboratory for Obama’s 
priorities. Whether it is more reli-
ance on renewable energy, moderate 
new gun control laws or an increase 
in the minimum wage, Brown has 
championed many of the same poli-
cies as Obama.
California is also one of only 14 
states to fully embrace Obamacare.
Brown can run on a narrative 
of  not only how much California’s 
economy has turned around during 
his term, but also how he has proven 
that he can effectively administer 
the same goals that Obama has ad-
vocated, and that those policies are 
the right thing to do.
Were it not for his age (he’ll turn 
78 in 2016), Brown would already 
be considered a lock to run in 2016. 
And Brown does not come without 
baggage, most notably trouble with 
prison realignment.
Yet, the point is that he needn’t 
run to win; he only needs to run at all 
to have a major impact on the next 
decade of American politics.
Clinton could quickly become 
the face of the worst of Obama’s 
term. Brown can be a voice for the 
best.
Jonathan Tomczak is a senior 
political science and history double 
major and editor of the Opinion 
section.
Gov. Jerry Brown is already 75 years old and likely to run for a record fourth term as California’s governor. However, if Brown de-
cided to run for president in 2016, it would lead to an exciting debate among Democrats in an otherwise boring election season. 
AP
Why Gov. Jerry Brown Should Run in 2016
 Defend Traditional Dating
Articles in the Opinion section represent the views of the individual authors only and not the views of The Santa Clara or Santa Clara University.
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Despite starting the season 1-4, the Broncos were able to string together victories over winter break to push their overall record to 6-8. In the process, 
the squad opened up conference play with a home win against the University of San Francisco and went 1-1 on its recent Southern California road trip. 
Women regroup to 
win following dou-
ble-overtime defeat
Tyler J. Scott
The Santa Clara
Conference play is underway and the 
women’s basketball team has found itself 
in competitive games throughout, winning 
its first two out of three contests by nine 
and four points respectively. 
After winning their first West Coast 
Conference matchup earlier in this sea-
son, the Broncos came up short in double-
overtime against Pepperdine University 
but bounced back and defeated Loyola 
Marymount University 69-65 less than 
48 hours later. 
Pepperdine was the first conference 
team that Santa Clara faced on the road 
this season.
Santa Clara began the game on a 13-0 
run during the first 6:22 of the game while 
Pepperdine started the game missing its 
first nine shots, but the Waves managed 
to get on the board with 13:21 left in the 
half after a free throw.
At halftime, the Santa Clara lead had 
dwindled down to just four, 37-33.
The score remained close in the second 
half. With 5:25 left in the game, the Waves 
went ahead 67-64 after a layup.
On the ensuing possession, Santa Clara 
freshman Jo Paine was fouled on a shot 
from behind the arc. She hit two of the 
three free throws.
Paine finished the game with 28 points 
and 14 rebounds, good for the first double-
double of her Bronco career.
“(Paine) brings an instant understand-
ing of the game and a scorer’s mentality,” 
said Head Coach Jennifer Mountain. “She 
is very competitive and obviously has tal-
ent that will continue to grow. (She) brings 
an automatic weapon, offensively, to the 
floor and she is a good teammate.”
With just over a minute to play, Pep-
perdine held a three-point advantage.
Santa Clara closed the deficit and a la-
yup by freshman forward Marie Bertholdt 
tied the game at 76 with 25.9 seconds left 
on the clock.
Pepperdine regained possession and 
held the ball for a final shot. 
With less than two seconds left on the 
clock, Santa Clara was called for a shooting 
foul, sending the Waves to the line. But 
Pepperdine missed both free throws and 
the teams headed into overtime.
In another back-and-forth period, a 
layup by Gilday tied the game with a min-
ute left. The Broncos stopped Pepperdine 
on its next possession, but Santa Clara 
missed two potential game-winners and 
the contest headed to a second overtime.
Pepperdine scored six straight points 
during the second overtime period to take 
a four-point lead with less than two min-
utes to play and held on for a 100-93 win.
Gilday contributed with 16 points in 
the game and center Ruta Zurauskyte 
added 28 points and 18 rebounds, a career 
high in rebounds for the senior.
The Broncos had a quick turnaround 
and traveled to Los Angeles to face the 
LMU Lions on Saturday.
“After the double-overtime loss, we 
knew we had to split the road trip and our 
team is really focused on the now,” said 
Mountain. “Everyone understands how 
competitive our conference is and that 
anyone can be beat on any given night. 
(We) have to bring an effort every time 
out, had to bounce back and take care of 
business on the road.”
The hard-fought game ended in a 
Broncos victory thanks to a career-high 
34 points from Gilday.
“If I had to pick any game to have a 
career-high against, it would be against 
a conference opponent, especially on the 
road,” said Gilday. “Our conference is bet-
ter than it has ever been and it is always 
tough to win on the road, so it was great 
to be able to help my team do that versus 
LMU.”
Junior guard Raquel Avila also added 
a career-high 15 points to go along with 
five assists.
At half, the Broncos were leading 31-24 
and Gilday accounted for more than half 
of Santa Clara’s points and only seven less 
than the Lions’ 24.
With 17:41 left in the game, LMU came 
within three points of the lead, but Gilday 
responded with a transition three.
The Lions took the lead at the 7:57 
mark, but Gilday answered one minute 
later to give Santa Clara the lead for good, 
this time with a turnaround jumper.
The Broncos made their free throws 
to capture the victory down the stretch.
Santa Clara is now 6-8 overall and 2-1 
in the WCC.
The squad is back home for two games 
beginning on Jan. 9. The Broncos will take 
on Saint Mary’s College followed by the 
University of the Pacific on Jan 11.
Contact Tyler J. Scott at tscott@scu.edu 
or call (408) 554-4852.
Samantha JUDa — the Santa Clara
Road Resilience Leads to Split
Athlete of the Week
The junior scored a career-high 
34 points in the Broncos 69-65 
victory over Loyola Marymount 
University on Saturday.
In that career-best performance, 
she went a perfect 13-for-13 from 
the free-throw line. 
14 games into the season, Gilday is 
scoring 16 points per game while 
leading the team in steals.
During West Coast Conference 
play, she is averaging 23.3 points 
per game and shooting nearly 45 
percent from the field.
Nici Gilday
Women’s Basketball
StAndingS
Men's Basketball
Team WCC  Overall
Gonzaga (No. 18) 4-0 14-2
Pepperdine 3-1   10-6
San Francisco 3-1   10-6
Saint Mary’s 2-1 12-4
Loyola Marymount 2-2   10-6
Santa Clara	 2-2	   9-8
Brigham Young 1-2   9-7
Portland 1-3   9-7
Pacific 0-3 9-5
San Diego 0-3 8-7
Women’s Basketball
Team WCC  Overall
San Diego (No. 24) 4-0 15-0
Brigham Young 3-1   13-2
Gonzaga 2-1   12-3
San Francisco 2-1   7-7
Santa Clara	 2-1	   6-7
Saint Mary’s 2-2   12-3
Portland 1-2   8-6
Pacific 1-3   6-8
Pepperdine 1-3   5-10
Loyola Marymount 0-4   3-12
Upcoming gAmeS
Men's Basketball
Santa Clara @ Saint Mary’s	 Thu. 1/9	 7:00 p.m.
Santa Clara @ Pacific	 Sat. 1/11	 1:00 p.m.
Women's Basketball
Saint Mary’s @ Santa Clara	 Thu. 1/9	 7:00 p.m.
Pacific @ Santa Clara	 Sat. 1/11	 2:00 p.m.
Bronco BriefS
Men’s Basketball
Three particular factors have helped drive the 
men’s basketball program this season. They are fresh-
man Jared Brownridge, junior Brandon Clark and 
senior Evan Roquemore. This backcourt trio is off 
to a strong start, racking up numerous double-digit 
scoring nights. 
Brownridge is wasting no time as he has already 
broken records once set by Santa Clara legend Steve 
Nash. The freshman’s 50 three-pointers so far this 
season surpass Nash’s 49 when he was a first-year 
player for the Broncos.
“I am scoring because I was a scorer in high school, 
but with the offense we run here, I fit perfectly in to 
it,” said Brownridge. “I play with a number of good 
guards and that really helps. Because they are good, I 
get the ball in good situations and I am able to knock 
shots down.”
Clark has also become a scoring force on this year’s 
team. Through 17 games so far this season, he is the 
West Coast Conference’s sixth leading scorer at 17.1 
points per game.
He explained how he has been able to perform at 
a high level on offense. 
“Focus, preparation, confidence and trust,” said 
Clark. “I am working to be confident in my abilities so 
that I will make the right decisions to help our team.”
Roquemore has been a key facilitator for the 
Bronco offense, currently leading the Broncos with 
3.9 assists per game.
In his final year with the Broncos, Roquemore has 
aspirations in mind that he would like to complete 
before he hangs up his Santa Clara jersey once and 
for all.
“The goals for myself are the same as the team’s,” 
said Roquemore. “Win conference and make it to 
postseason play. Maybe even win the WCC Tourna-
ment.”
Together, all three guards are among the team 
leaders in points, assists and steals per game.
Women’s Water Polo
The women’s water polo team is back in the pool 
gearing up for another season, preparing to play in 
a new conference. 
The Broncos will now compete in the Golden Coast 
Conference along with teams from San Diego State 
University, California Baptist University and Univ-
eristy of the Pacific among others. 
The conference will be made up of seven teams 
in total, each competing once against the other six 
squads.
Santa Clara’s first match of the upcoming season 
will take place on Jan. 30 at the Sullivan Aquatic 
Center against the University of Hawaii. 
SpoRtS
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Men’s basketball 
off to .500 start in 
conference play
Brendan Weber
The Santa Clara
Santa Clara’s backcourt con-
tinues to impress, but the squad 
ended up splitting its first confer-
ence homestand of the season.
After falling to Pepperdine 
University 70-61 on Thursday, 
the Broncos reversed their ways 
two days later and held off Loyola 
Marymount University 86-81 in 
overtime. 
Santa Clara Head Coach Kerry 
Keating had mixed feelings about 
the team’s performance last week.
“I mean it balances itself out,” 
said Keating, in regards to splitting 
the homestand.
Although the team lost to Pep-
perdine, Keating was pleased with 
how the team regrouped and took 
care of business against LMU in 
a back-and-forth type of game, 
characterized by 13 ties and 17 
lead changes. 
After the teams went into 
halftime tied at 35, senior Evan 
Roquemore drained two threes 
in the opening moments of the 
second to put the Broncos up early.
However, LMU’s Anthony 
Ireland, the West Coast Confer-
ence’s active leading scorer with 
over 1,800 career points, kept the 
Lions in the game throughout. 
The senior drove to the hole and 
finished multiple times, or used 
his vision to find open teammates 
for easy scores. 
“He is one of the best players in 
the conference,” said Santa Clara 
guard Brandon Clark. “He is one of 
the best players at creating a shot 
for himself.” 
Santa Clara found its largest 
lead at 53-46 with just over 10 min-
utes remaining in the game after 
two more threes found the bottom 
of the net. But a subsequent tip-in 
and jump shot by the Lions closed 
the deficit once again. 
Every time the Broncos at-
tempted to increase their advan-
tage, LMU responded.
With just under a minute to go 
and the score tied, the Lions had 
an opportunity to take the lead, 
but  after the ball was tipped out of 
bounds by Santa Clara, the Bron-
cos forced a five-second call on the 
following LMU inbounds play to 
regain possession. 
“That’s a big turnover to give us 
a chance,” said Keating. “It takes 
the ball out of their hands. They 
don’t get a shot up. We get a chance 
to come down and score and take 
the lead.”
With 29 ticks left on the clock, 
Clark drove to the basket and drew 
a foul. He hit two free throws to 
give the Broncos a two-point lead. 
But none other than Ireland, who 
had a game-high 34 points, tied the 
score with 12.1 seconds left after he 
hit a shot from the elbow. 
Santa Clara had a chance to win 
the game in the final seconds, but 
Roquemore’s shot attempt from 
the corner was blocked as time ex-
pired. Tied at 70, the game went 
into overtime. 
In the extra session, Santa 
Clara’s backcourt took over early. 
Freshman Jared Brownridge, 
who had a career and team-high 
29 points, nailed a deep three. 
Clark added two free throws and 
Brownridge later kissed the ball 
off the glass to give the Broncos a 
77-70 lead.
Ireland, scoring 10 of LMU’s  11 
overtime points, managed to cut 
the lead slightly, but Santa Clara 
hit critical free throws down the 
stretch to seal the deal. 
“We showed some resilience,” 
said Roquemore. “We made plays 
when they needed to be made.”
Santa Clara’s free-throw shoot-
ing and LMU’s three-point shoot-
ing proved to be the story of the 
game. Santa Clara made 24 of its 
27 attempts from the stripe while 
the Lions came up dry on all seven 
of their shots from deep.
Two days prior to the LMU 
game, the Broncos challenged the 
Waves from Pepperdine. 
Once the Broncos settled in 
after giving up two quick layups 
and a jump shot, the backcourt trio 
of Roquemore, Clark and Brown-
ridge found their groove and kept 
the Broncos in the game. The three 
guards combined for 24 of the 
team’s 33 first-half points. 
“The fact that we can all shoot 
and that we are all willing to make 
the extra pass because of the con-
fidence we have in each other ... 
allows us to get out on breaks and 
score against teams in bunches,” 
said Brownridge. 
The Broncos went on a run 
of their own in the second half, 
capped off by freshman Jalen 
Richard’s layup, to tie the game at 
55 with 8:29 to go.
However, Santa Clara went 
cold from the field in the final 
minutes and Pepperdine walked 
away with the victory.
The Broncos hit the road for 
their next two games beginning 
on Jan. 9.
Contact Brendan Weber at 
bweber@scu.edu or call (408) 
554-4852.
Freshman Jared Brownridge works to get around loyola marymount University’s anthony Ireland. Brownridge’s career-high 29 points aided in the Broncos’ 86-81 
overtime victory over the lions two days after being defeated by Pepperdine University. Santa Clara is 2-2 in conference play and returns to the hardwood on Jan. 9.
CoUrteSy oF the athletIC DePartment
Sydney Sanchez
Must See: Women’s Basketball
7:00 p.m. Thursday, January 9 at the Leavey Center
For a complete schedule of games, see page 10.
vs.SCU SMC
Bronco Guards Battle at Home Staying 
Hot Even 
in the Cold
In one of the most frigid games in NFL history, the San Francisco 49ers overcame the Green Bay 
Packers in the first round of the play-
offs this past weekend.
Despite wind-chilled tempera-
tures that felt like minus 15 on the 
field and a hostile crowd, the Niners 
ended Green Bay’s season with an 
imperfect, but decisive performance.
The 49ers’ star quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick has proven to be a dy-
namic player as well as one who is 
very exciting to watch. Although he 
brings an added dimension to the field 
with his running ability as he showed 
Sunday, he is young and has a lot to 
learn.
San Francisco generated two great 
drives in the first quarter, but Kaeper-
nick and the 49er offense were unable 
to score touchdowns, settling for two 
field goals instead. In such a close 
game, two touchdown drives would 
have changed the game entirely.
Nonetheless, for the next two 
quarters, San Francisco’s offense 
sputtered while Green Bay quarter-
back Aaron Rodgers managed to heat 
up in the bitter cold, eventually clos-
ing the gap.
What happened in the final quar-
ter will be remembered by NFL fans 
for years to come.
The Packers took the lead for the 
first time early in the final period with 
a touchdown. San Francisco’s Vernon 
Davis answered shortly thereafter 
with a 28-yard touchdown reception 
to put the Niners back on top.
Still, there were 10 minutes left in 
the game; plenty of time for Rodgers 
to put together a drive and end the 
49ers’ season.
But the San Francisco defense put 
up when it really counted. The 49ers 
held the Packers to a game-tying field 
goal, leaving Kaepernick with 5:06 left 
on the clock and a chance to win.
The 49ers’ final drive of the game 
once again demonstrated the team’s 
toughness and gritty determination 
as they put together plays that would 
keep their Super Bowl dreams alive.
After several completions to wide 
receiver Michael Crabtree, San Fran-
cisco found itself in a tight spot with 
third-and-8 in Green Bay territory. 
Kaepernick reminded us why San 
Francisco is lucky to have him when 
he took the snap, burst around the left 
end of the line and sprinted 11 yards 
for a clutch, game-saving first down.
Frank Gore ran down the clock and 
inched the 49ers toward a 33-yard 
field goal attempt.
Phil Dawson, the 49ers’ kicker, 
delivered in what may be his finest 
moment — to 49er fans at least — and 
sealed the hard-fought victory.
With their backs against the wall in 
sub-zero weather at hostile Lambeau 
Field, the 49ers proved tough, resil-
ient and poised. Going into Carolina 
with a seven-game winning streak, 
the 49ers have sent Cam Newton and 
his Panthers squad a clear message of 
what to expect on Sunday.
Sydney Sanchez is a sophomore 
accounting major.
